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E are in Washington,
W D.C. From out of:
impressive Federal

an
building walks a tall, lithe figure.

He comes towards us . . . flicks a lighter
to a cigarette and for the first time his
features are revealed.

* Qur man is John Drake, security agent.
We are about to follow him through another

+ exciting adventure in his weekly TV series

* Danger Man.," e

Danger is his business and he meets it in
every corner of the world from Wapping to
Wanchipur.

man the Press handouts describe as
“a man of ideals, with a passionate belief in
the dignity of mankind, risking his life in the
cause of international peace and wunder-
standing." 3 :

The role of Drake is played by Irish-Ameri-
can Patrick MeGoohan, 33 years old, married
with two children.

We met recently in a crowded hotel foyer.

“Let's get out of here’ quick,” he said
“1 hate crowds. My pet hate !™ ;

“ Fet me take you tfo dinner,” I said, sug-
gesting a well-known London might-club.

“0h I never go to those places. They're
not me, I'm afraid. We will have a bitter in a
small pub around the corner. O.K. with
vou? ™

* 0K, with me”

At the bar, he talked about the advantages
and disadvantages of being one of the most
popular TY heroes. ; : :

* | have gol no beefs about doing this series
at all,’”* he zaid. *In fact it has been fun and
enjoyable and hard work which suits me.
I love hard work. :

“1 don't know why some people were
surprised when 1 decided to do the series.
To me it was just another job even though it
tied me down for a year. 1 didn't look on it
as a long-term job, just one single assignment.’’

Who'd he a TV hero?

o
| O T T T O O Y

[ asked. ** Was the money good ? "

“* Money isn't important to me.” be said.

* The money | got for doing * Brand * was
peanuts, but then 1 didn’t do * Brand ® just for
the money.” -

** Brand " was the play for which McGoohan
was voled by the national newspaper critics as
the best actor of the year. He won another
major award before starting ** Danger Man ™.
He was voted TV's best actor of the year for
his performance in * The Greatest Man in the
World.™ 2

* Like everything else 1 do,” he continued,
“1 get terribly scared before playing a part.
1 was dead scared of doing ' Brand * because
I didn't think I could do it. The TV series
scared me too ! ™

i wﬁ}'? N

Could Have Been Worse

* Well it might have turned out to be ter-
rible and trashy,” he answered, * But I
don’t think * Danger Man * has. There are a
number of ridiculous episodes which make me
boil whenever | watch them, but on the whaole

there have been some pretty fair films in the .

batch.

“ They could have been worse had the original
conception of John Drake been portrayed.
This painted him as a rough, tough, sexy guy,
who hits below the belt in his fights, is always

using & gun and makes a pass at every pretty .

irl.

o | fought against this. It took a little time,
but eventually the character was ironed out
Personally 1 detest violence...” He added
with a smile: * one of the reasons why |
always stay in on 5t. Patrick's night.™

He said that during the series he has only
used a gun once, and when he gets involved in
a fight, he fights clean according to the Queens-
berry rules and all that. £k

*You've been surrounded by prefiy women

in the series,”” [ said. * How is it that Jofn
Drake never reafly gor seriously involved with
any af them 2

“It would have been wrong ! he said.
* There was nothing sexy about any of the
relationships with the women he met. He was
a man who had to have complete freedom,
freedom from any domestic situations that
might arise with him going off at any given
time. Mo, it would have been wrong to have
got involved with one woman.'

We ordered another drink. Some of the
locals spotted a famous face at the bar but did
not, much to Pat’s relief, start talking to him.

“This was your first TV seriex. How did it
Seel at first 77 I asked,

* Strange. Very strange indeed ! [ couldn’t
get used to having to get up at 6.30 every
morning when [ started. It took me about a
month to get into the routine of things.

* Then in the middle of it all, T decided to
take a breather and have a holiday which,
believe me, I needed. The pace on these films
is terrific and by evening you're really whacked.

“Well, I had a couple of weeks off and |
guess | ran wild a bit. When 1 got back to
work it took another five or six wecks to get
back into the routine again. \

* A funny thing happened when we finished
the series. For a whole week | continued to
get up at six-thirty and drove to the sudios
as a matter of routine. [ couldn't break the
habit until I fully realised that it was all over.”

“ Would vou have liked the series to goon 2™
I asked. .

He paused to give the question some seTious
thought, sipped his bitter and then answered:
* Perhaps, but let me tell you this: 1 would
rather do twenty TV series than go through
what | went through under that Rank contract
1 signed a few years ago and for which I blame
no one but mysclf.

~*1 will never sign another contract that
requires me to do more than one film a year
for a company. (Continued on page 41)

““It might have heen trashy, but | don’t think it was”
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McGoohan as John Drake,
a man of high ideals

** Risking his life in the cause of peace .., " _ H:Gcrnhan in a tEnSt scene with Eric Fuhlmann

| l-lllIIIIIIIIIIIII“III-—]_IIIIIIIIIIII’IIIIIIIII-I-IHIIIIIII_III-III-II
APRIL, 1961 15

|




SEAMFREE SUPER-MESH

fandar

BY TANDRA

Mow . . . a tantalizing new
seamfree super-mesh nylon
by Tandra.

Just think, wonderful ladder-
resisting nylons in sensational
colours . . . Mandarin, Suntan,
Bronztone, Tortoiseshell, Cof-
fee or Charcoal, for only 5/11.
Get ‘tan tan' today at your
favourite nylon counter.
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Why ‘Danger Man’ scared me
{Coentinued from page 14)

“That is just about my limit. [ got so terribly
bored and depressed while I was with Rank
mainly, I think, because of the inactivity. |
did some terrible films, but T do not want to
talk about it at length.™

“Did you ever get bored on * Danger Man *?"

* There isn't time to get bored,” he smiled.
“But I did get terribly depressed on onc
occassion. If you have ever been a bhoxer
you'll know how I felt,

= It was like getting up on the count of nine
and all around you i1s a haze of blurred faces
and the ceiling is going round. - Well that's
how I felt.  But on the whole | enjoyed working
on the series, We had a marvellous crew
and in some ways it was rather sad when we all
said goodbye at the finish.

“Y'know, doing a TV series is similar to
repertory. It is the closest thing to it. You
learn a great deal. I am greatly interested in
the technical aspect of the film business.

Working on the series gave me a great insight |

into the- technicalities of film production.
In fact soon [ am going to direct and produce
my first feature film.*

“ From a directing point of view, wouldn's
You agree thar ir is difficult working with o
fechnically clued wp acror #"

He grinned. [ agree it is.”

“ Then didn’t yvou find yoursell wanting o
direct and selecting angles and so on 7"

He grinned again.

“ Yes, | did. In fact I was allowed to direct
one of the episodes called * The Vacation®
which I personally think had the best story of
the lot, not because [ directed it but because it
was a good story.

*“ It was about a hired assassin 1 meet sitting
next to me in a plane while on my way to my
first holiday in months."

Always In Demand

MNow that “ Danger Man ™ has finiched
filming McGoohan has not taken a back seat as
an actor. Some TV series have ruined actors
by typing them so, that they cannot get other
roles. Mot so McGoohan, He is always in
demand and he finds himself able to turn down
work owing to heavy commitments.

Today McGoohan is a big success,

His main" aim now is to do more film work
because he says he enjoys it more than any
other medium.

He has just finished a leading role in a film
called Two Living, One Dead made in Sweden.

“1 did it because of the off-beat story,”
he said. * 1 play a post office clerk, married
and with a family who is involved in a dramatic
situation. The part also gave me the chance
of working with Anthony Asquith, who in my
opinion 15 a first-class film director. One
can learn a lot simply by watching him."

It can be said that today Patrick McGoohan

is a ha marn.
= ﬁgj a quite prvate life.

home and family s my own affair, It will not
be exploited in articles. [ have turned down
a number of people who have wanted to come
along to do a photographic family feature, for
I have always felt this is my own affair.*

Home is in Mill Hill and the McGoohans
live comfortably indeed. It is a home they
have always lived in.

“ We lived there when I had nothing and
we are still there. We love the place so much,
why should we move ? ** said happy McoGoohan.

We left the pub followed by the inquisitive
glances of the locals and as we moved out into
the street we bade farewell.

And John Drake, alias Patrick McGoohan
went off on another assignment . . . Back to
his wile and children.
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