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SEX.... AND PATRICE McGOOHAIN

One thing you won't find in the "DANGER IMAN" series
is slap-hoppy sex on the part of its husky hero, John
Drake, played by Patrick McGoohan.

Pot HMceGoohan doesn't believe televisgion is the

right mediun for exploiting promiscuity.

"I believe,” he says, firmly, "that we are visitors
to people's homes when we cppear on their sereens, and
it pays to be decorous. I feel strongly about that,"

And he doesn't believe that John Drake is the sort
of nan to get himsclf tied-up too cmotionally with
girls. He 1s embarrassed, however, at being tageed
"The IV star vho doegsn't believe in sex.”

"It's a lot of hooey!" he exclains, enphatically,
"Of course I believe in sex. I'm a normal sort of
man., I'm happily rarried. I've got three children.




"I can appreciate a pretty face just as much as
the next man, and I'm fully aware that sox is a vital
part of life. But T can't belicve that cxtra-narital
sex is neccssary, and I don't believe that sex should
be introduced into plays - whether for television, the

theatre or the cinema - Just for its own sake.

"When the character logically indulges in torrid
scenes, then I'11 play them. I don't believe for one
pnoment, though, that John Drake of 'Danger Men' would
crase any of the girls he meets. He is the sort of
man who has a healthy enough respect for women to realise
that it would not be fair on a girl to ask her to narmy
hinm while he is sway on dangerous missions nearly zli
the time. He would like to narry, and he has it at the
back of his mind all the time - but it is something he
hos no intention of doing wiile he is risking his life
so often., The fact that he is toking thosc risks is

a vital element of the stories.

"e looks a¢ it from his own angle, too, With
a2 wife in the background - and probably children as
wiell = he would be tempted to avold taking risks.

Thercfore it would affect his work.

"fhis doesn't nean that he aveids the opposite
gsex. He enjoys the ceonpony of pretty sirls. And there
ore plenty of cpisodes in the serics showing hin closcly
involved - but not euotionally imvolved - with woreL.
That's when the job calls for hin to do so. In ons,
he even works hand-in-hand with a glamorcus Russisn

agent."
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Pat is reflecting his own personal beliefls in his
intcrpretation of John Droke. He is narried to actress
Joan Drummond, whom he net back in his repertory days.
Bocause his narriage is happy, hc sees no reason why
he should do anything to destroy it.

The tempbations arc there, of coursc. They're
bound to be for any sctor, particulariy a good-looking
fellow like Patrick McGoohan. But he has seen cnough
heart-break to make him all the nore deternined to

prcecserve his own marriage.

He adds, with a grin: "And I've seen what it neans
to so nany actors when they have to pay out a lot of
alimony. 1I'd rather keep ny cashi"

He is olso shrewdly cware that, by making John
Jroke the sort of wman he is, there is a challenge which,
in a perverse sort of way, makes hin all the nore

popular with wonmen viewers.

John Drake is unattainable. And this is a challenge
to the basic instinets of women., A nan who chases a
cirl will often get bthe cold shoulder. A nan who Keeps
wonen at orn's length is o very different matter. A
girl will chase on elusive men to the furthermos?d

corners of the carth!

John Drake's romantic eppeal is cnormous. This
means that Pat McGoohan's own personal romantic appeal
in equally cnormous. One enthusiastic woman colunnist
has described him as "Drean Man" (mueh to hils embarrass-
ment!). He ranks high in the heart-throb stokes....
even though he doecsn't chase the opposite sex:




